Mayors and Managers Meeting Notes from 3.7.22
Municipalities Participating: Addison, Bartlett, Bensenville, Bloomingdale, Bolingbrook, Burr
Ridge, Carol Stream, Clarendon Hills, Darien, Elmhurst, Glendale Heights, Hinsdale,
Lombard, Naperville, Oak Brook, Oak Brook Terrace, Roselle, Warrenville, West
Chicago, Westmont, Wheaton, DuPage Mayors and Managers
DuPage County Representatives Participants:
DuPage County Health Department Participants: Karen Ayala, Executive Director; Chris
Hoff, Director for Community Health Resources; Elizabeth Murphy, Asst. Director for
CD/Epi; Dennis Brennan, Legislative Manager; Adam Forker, Director of Client Access,
Penny Chanez, Executive Asst.
The purpose of today’s call with Mayors and Managers is to provide community and business
updates and guidance in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The PowerPoint shared during
the call is provided with the meeting notes and highlights key discussion points covered during
the call.
Executive Director, Karen Ayala highlighted the positive downward direction of COVID-19
activity across all community level indicators. Participants were asked to consider suspending
future calls and resuming calls should something change from the current direction. Discussion
and a determination will occur at the end of today’s call.
COVID-19 Updates
Situation Update – Ms. Murphy
1) Current COVID-19 case activity

Average age of cases from
o March 2020 to present was 37 years of age.
o
From 2/28/2022-3/7/2022 is 35 years of age
• Average age of hospitalized cases from
o March 2020 to present was 60 years of age.
o From 2/28/2022 -3/7/2022 is 49 years of age
• Average age of deaths related to COVID-19 from
o March 2020 to present was 79 years of age.
o From 2/28/2022 -3/7/2022 is 77 years of age

•

2) Hospitalization and Severe Outcome Updates
Mr. Hoff shared newly released information provided by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) which focuses on hospitalization levels. A County’s
COVID-19 community level is determined by the higher of the impatient beds and
new admissions indicators, based on the current level of new cases per 100,000
population in the past 7 days. National County level data is color coded for low,
medium and high levels.
• DuPage County is currently colored green with fewer than 200 new cases per 100,000
population in the past 7 days and low hospital impacts and is considered in the low
category.
• COVID-19 Community levels can help inform community level preventative
strategies and individual preventative behaviors.
• As of March 4, DuPage County hospitalization rates for COVID-19 has significantly
decreased from the high levels seen in December and January.
3) Vaccination and Treatment Updates
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vaccination remains the leading public health preventative strategy to prevent severe
outcomes from COVID-19
81% of eligible DuPage County residents (over 5 years of age), are fully vaccinated
Unvaccinated individuals have a 3.2% higher probability of testing positive and 41%
increase of dying should they contract COVID-19.
Booster vaccinations continue to add an added level of protection and participants
were asked to continue community level messaging about the positives of booster
vaccinations and who is eligible to receive a booster vaccination.
The Food and Drug Administration postponed Pfizer’s requested Emergency Use
Authorization of their COVID-19 vaccine for individuals 6 months through 4 years of
age in order to evaluate additional new data from Pfizer.
Certain demographics continue to remain disproportionately affected by COVID-19.
The Omicron variant remains the predominant variant of sequenced positive cases.

Next Phase of COVID-19 Response
Mr. Hoff shared information on data collection of wastewater management testing as a tool in
population health surveillance of COVID-19 activity. Mr. Hoff requested that if participant’s
municipality is testing wastewater for COVID-19 to contact the Health Department to share their
data.
The following was shared to address participant questions:
1) The Governor’s Executive Order 2022-07 issued 3/4/2022 re-issued many of the COVID19 related executive orders through 4/2/2022.
https://www.illinois.gov/government/executive-orders/executive-order.executive-ordernumber-07.2022.html

2) Ms. Ayala shared that the local Health Department is the entity who can require isolation
and quarantine for those individuals who test positive or who have been in direct contact
with an individual who tested positive.
3) There is no information to provide on possible changes to the TSA guidelines for travel.
4) For people who need them. the federal government will be offering a second round of
free at home tests that can be ordered at https://www.covidtests.gov/
5) The Health Department added the new CDC’s Community Level indicator to the
dashboard at www.dupagehealth.org/covid19data
6) Participants agreed to suspend further Mayors and Manager calls unless something were
to occur that would need to be addressed or require future discussion.
There was no further discussion. Participants were encouraged to reach out with any other
concerns or questions. Mr. Hoff concluded the call at 10:37AM.
PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:
Mr. Hoff requested that the following be shared with participants.
Excess Deaths Associated with COVID-19
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/nvss/vsrr/covid19/excess_deaths.htm
Estimates of excess deaths can provide information about the burden of mortality
potentially related to the COVID-19 pandemic, including deaths that are directly or
indirectly attributed to COVID-19. Excess deaths are typically defined as the
difference between the observed numbers of deaths in specific time periods and
expected numbers of deaths in the same time periods. This visualization provides
weekly estimates of excess deaths by the jurisdiction in which the death occurred.
Weekly counts of deaths are compared with historical trends to determine whether
the number of deaths is significantly higher than expected.
Counts of deaths from all causes of death, including COVID-19, are presented. As
some deaths due to COVID-19 may be assigned to other causes of deaths (for
example, if COVID-19 was not diagnosed or not mentioned on the death certificate),
tracking all-cause mortality can provide information about whether an excess
number of deaths is observed, even when COVID-19 mortality may be
undercounted. Additionally, deaths from all causes excluding COVID-19 were also
estimated. Comparing these two sets of estimates — excess deaths with and
without COVID-19 — can provide insight about how many excess deaths are
identified as due to COVID-19, and how many excess deaths are reported as due to
other causes of death. These deaths could represent misclassified COVID-19
deaths, or potentially could be indirectly related to the COVID-19 pandemic (e.g.,

deaths from other causes occurring in the context of health care shortages or
overburdened health care systems).
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COVID-19

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=17043

CDC’s COVID-19 Community Levels and Indicators
New Cases

(per 100,000 population in
the last 7 days)

Fewer than 200

200 or more

Indicators

Low

Medium

High

<10.0

10.0-19.9

≥20.0

<10.0%

10.0-14.9%

≥15.0%

New COVID-19 admissions per 100,000
population (7-day total)

NA

<10.0

≥10.0

Percent of staffed inpatient beds occupied by
COVID-19 patients (7-day average)

NA

<10.0%

≥10.0%

New COVID-19 admissions per 100,000
population (7-day total)
Percent of staffed inpatient beds occupied by
COVID-19 patients (7-day average)

The COVID-19 community level is determined by the higher of the inpatient beds and new admissions indicators,
based on the current level of new cases per 100,000 population in the past 7 days

COVID-19

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=17043

Implications for Using COVID-19 Community Levels to
Inform Public Health Recommendations
 COVID-19 community levels can inform recommendations for communitylevel preventive strategies and individual preventive behaviors
 At higher COVID-19 community levels recommendation would include:
– Masking
– Testing Strategies (e.g., screening testing)
– High-risk individuals and their household or social contacts (e.g., masking,
testing, and access to treatments)
– Setting-specific recommendations (e.g., K-12 schools, healthcare)
– High-risk congregate settings (e.g., masking and screening testing)

COVID-19

CDC Science Brief: Indicators for Monitoring COVID-19 Community Levels and Making Public Health Recommendations

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/science-briefs/indicators-monitoring-community-levels.html

Key Considerations
 Vaccination is the leading public health prevention strategy to prevent severe
disease and deaths from COVID-19.
 People who are up to date on vaccines have much lower risk of severe illness and
death from COVID-19 compared with unvaccinated people.
 When making decisions about individual preventive behaviors and community
prevention strategies in addition to vaccination, people and health officials should
consider the COVID-19 community level.
 Health departments should consider health equity, and make use of other
surveillance information (wastewater, ED surveillance, etc.), if available, to inform
local decisions.
 Layered prevention strategies — like staying up to date on vaccines and wearing
masks — can help prevent severe disease and reduce strain on the healthcare
system.

COVID-19

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=17043

COVID-19

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=17043

COVID-19

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=17043

COVID-19

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view?list_select_state=Illinois&data-type=Risk&list_select_county=17043

COVID-19
7-day rolling average of new cases in DuPage County is 102 cases reported per day (3/3/22)

Source: www.dupagehealth.org/covid19data

COVID-19

Source: https://www.dupagehealth.org/610/DuPage-County-COVID-19-Dashboard

COVID-19

Source: https://www.dupagehealth.org/610/DuPage-County-COVID-19-Dashboard

COVID-19
Cases

Source: https://healthdata.gov/Community/COVID-19State-Profile-Report-Illinois/cmib-5z2c

COVID-19
What You Need to Know About Variants
• New variants of the virus are expected to occur.
• Slowing the spread of the virus, by protecting yourself and others, can help
slow the emergence of new variants.
• The Omicron variant causes more infections and spreads faster than the
original SARS-CoV-2 strain of the virus that causes COVID-19.
• CDC is working with state and local public health officials to monitor the
spread of all variants, including Omicron.
• Getting a vaccine reduces your risk of severe illness, hospitalization, and
death from COVID-19. Staying up to date on your COVID-19 vaccines, which
includes getting a booster when eligible, further improves your protection.

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/variants/aboutvariants.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronaviru
s%2F2019-ncov%2Fvariants%2Fvariant.html

COVID-19
Variant Monitoring
Variants Are Expected

Viruses constantly change through mutation
and sometimes these mutations result in a
new variant of the virus. Some variants
emerge and disappear while others persist.
New variants will continue to emerge. CDC and
other public health organizations monitor all
variants of the virus that causes COVID-19 in
the United States and globally.
Scientists monitor all variants but may classify
certain ones as variants being
monitored, variants of interest, variants of
concern and variants of high
consequence. Some variants spread more
easily and quickly than other variants, which
may lead to more cases of COVID-19. Even if a
variant causes less severe disease in general,
an increase in the overall number of cases
could cause an increase in hospitalizations, put
more strain on healthcare resources and
potentially lead to more deaths.

Source: https://healthdata.gov/Community/COVID-19-State-Profile-Report-Illinois/cmib-5z2c

COVID-19

Hospitalizations

Source: https://healthdata.gov/Community/COVID-19-State-Profile-Report-Illinois/cmib-5z2c

COVID-19

DuPage County Hospitalizations and ICU Status
Hospital Bed Availability 7-Day Rolling Average
ICU Beds:11 Consecutive Days ≥ 20% Threshold

COVID Patients in ICU status and in non-ICU status
Source: EMResource (6 hospitals in DuPage)
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COVID-19

DuPage County Hospitalizations and ICU Status
COVID Patients in ICU status and in non-ICU status
Source: EMResource (6 hospitals in DuPage)
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COVID Pt's in non-ICU status
Definition: Number of confirmed COVID patients in non-ICU
status in the hospital. This consists of all patients not
designated as ICU status.
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COVID Pts in ICU Status
Definition: Total number of confirmed COVID19 patients designated as ICU status
regardless of location in the hospitals. This
will include COVID pts that are ICU status
holding in other areas such as PACU, ED, and
surge ICU areas.
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COVID+ ICU 17 & Under

COVID+ Non-ICU 17 & Under

COVID-19

Deaths

Source: https://healthdata.gov/Community/COVID-19-State-Profile-Report-Illinois/cmib-5z2c

COVID-19

Cases

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#rates-by-vaccine-status

COVID-19

Cases

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#rates-by-vaccine-status

COVID-19

Week end date: January 29, 2022
Unvaccinated: 88.9
Fully vaccinated without additional booster dose: 22.3
Fully vaccinated with additional booster dose: 7.4

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#covidnet-hospitalizations-vaccination

COVID-19

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#covidnet-hospitalizations-vaccination

COVID-19 Response

COVID-19 Vaccine Boosters

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html

COVID-19 Response

COVID-19 Vaccine Update
Two COVID-19 vaccines now have full approval by the the FDA for use in
the U.S.
• Pfizer Comirnaty – for individuals 16 years and older
• Moderna Spikevax – for individuals 18 years and older

FDA Emergency Use Authorization remains in place for all other age
groups currently approved for vaccination.
Pfizer requested Emergency Use Authorization of their COVID-19 vaccine
for individuals 6 months through 4 years of age.

• FDA Advisory Committee was scheduled to meet 2/15/22 but postponed in order
to evaluate additional data new data from Pfizer. Expect evaluation in the coming
months.

COVID-19 Vaccination

77% of total DuPage County population is fully vaccinated!

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

COVID-19 Vaccination

47% of 5-11 year olds in DuPage County population are fully vaccinated!

Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccine/vaccine-data.html?county=DuPage

COVID-19 Vaccination

54% of fully vaccinated have received a booster dose

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

Vaccine Distribution

www.vaccines.gov

Request an onsite clinic with DCHD
https://www.dupagehealth.org/692/COVID-19-VaccineOrganizations

COVID-19

Respiratory Protection

COVID-19 Vaccination

COVID-19 Test Site Locations

COVID-19 Testing in DuPage

COVID-19 Vaccination

COVID-19 Test Site Locations

https://www.dupagehealth.org/COVID19Testing

COVID-19 Vaccination

COVID-19 Test Site Locations

DuPage County Health Department COVID-19 Test Site Locator
https://www.dupagehealth.org/662/COVID-19-Testing-Other-Test-Site-Locatio

COVID-19 Vaccination

COVID-19 Treatments

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-medical-conditions.html

Underlying Medical Conditions Associated
with Higher Risk for Severe COVID-19

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/clinical-care/underlyingconditions.html

COVID-19 Vaccination

COVID-19 Treatments

COVID-19 Vaccination

COVID-19 Outpatient Therapies

Source: https://dph.illinois.gov/covid19/covid-19-outpatient-therapy-locator.html

COVID-19

Cases

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#rates-by-vaccine-status

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/NAT-COVID-19-PREPAREDNESS-PLAN.pdf

COVID-19

Core public health activities to address COVID-19
• Epidemiology – how and where is COVID-19 spreading and what are the
impacts?

• Disease control – prevent and reduce transmission of COVID-19
• Vaccination – increase the number people who are up-to-date on their vaccines
• Testing - assure availability of testing to everyone
• Individual-level prevention (vaccination, masks, ventilation, testing, etc.)
• Public Health Emergency Response – coordinating with health & medical
agencies and distributing PPE, at-home tests, etc.

• Community Education – up to date, accurate information to reduce
transmission of COVID-19

QUESTIONS?

