Mayors and Managers Meeting Notes from 12.13. 2021
Municipalities Participating: Bartlett, Bensenville, Bolingbrook, Burr Ridge, Downers Grove,
Glen Ellyn, Hinsdale, Itasca, Lisle, Lombard, Naperville, Oak Brook, Oak Brook
Terrace, Roselle, Westmont, Wheaton, DuPage Mayors and Managers
DuPage County Representatives Participants: Sheryl Markay, Chief Policy and Program
Officer
DuPage County Health Department Participants: Karen Ayala, Executive Director; Elizabeth
Murphy, Asst. Director for Communicable Disease and Epidemiology; Chris Hoff,
Director for Community Health Resources; Dennis Brennan, Legislative Manager; Adam
Forker, Director of Client Access, Penny Chanez, Executive Asst.
The purpose of today’s call with Mayors and Managers is to provide community and business
updates and guidance in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The PowerPoint shared during
the call is provided with the meeting notes and highlights key discussion points covered during
the call.
Executive Director Karen Ayala provided the following remarks:
•

•
•
•

Ms. Ayala expressed her appreciation to municipal partners for their vaccination efforts
which according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), DuPage
County has 75% of eligible DuPage County residents that are considered fully
vaccinated.
About 270,000 residents are not vaccinated and of that figure approx. 79,000 are 4 years
of age or younger and not eligible. Approx. 190,000 DuPage County residents are eligible
but are not vaccinated.
Due to an increase community transmission levels, at times averaging 600/700 positive
cases daily, there is now a serious strain on area hospital systems. Severe outcomes
resulting in hospitalization is primarily occurring in unvaccinated individuals.
Director Ayala shared her understanding of the frustration felt by the public on the use of
masks but emphasized that public health research has shown that mask usage is a tool to
support source control and the spread of COVID-19 particularly in indoor settings and is
an effective mitigation measure.

COVID-19 Updates

Situation Update
Chris Hoff, Deputy Incident Commander and Director for Community Health Resources shared
the following situational updates.
1) Case activity during the week of Thanksgiving is very different to the current levels of
case activity. During Thanksgiving week and the preceding weeks many indicators were
that the County was moving in the right direction and the Health Department’s COVID19 response team was feeling positive. This was before the Omicron variant was
detected and overall COVID-19 case activity continued trending upward after the
holiday.
2) Omicron has been detected in Illinois, but not yet reported in DuPage County. There is
very little known about the Omicron variant. It does appear to be more transmissible, and
vaccines appear to be holding against severe outcomes. Staff will continue to monitor for
updates.
3) Early research shows that Omicron is highly transmissible emphasizing the need for
eligible individuals to get vaccinated. Mr. Hoff emphasized the critical point that the
more transmission that occurs creates environments for new variants to emerge.
4) Case updates included:
• Community level transmission is currently listed as “high”.
• Hospitalizations, deaths and positivity rate have all increased and is concerning.
• Most places in the country are experiencing high levels of community transmission.
• Case activity goes in waves across the country and therefore daily comparisons
against other states is not an indicator of how a state is effectively handling the virus
or whether a state’s mitigation efforts of lack thereof is an indicator of the
effectiveness of mitigation strategies. Graphs provided in the PowerPoint show
comparisons between Illinois and Florida data and shows that overall Illinois is doing
better in comparative death data.
• Current daily case activity in DuPage County is at levels that have not been seen
since last winter. There are days where 600/700 positive cases have been reported.
• The Heath Department is focusing on outbreaks in various environments and the level
of outbreaks and clusters are occurring primarily in schools and nursing facilities.
• Local area hospitals are reporting approximately 200 COVID-19 hospital admissions
daily. There is also a high number of non-COVID related health admissions.
• Current ICU bed capacity is of concern and has dipped under 20% threshold of
available beds. Should there be an increase in COVID-19 case activity, additional
patient admissions could overwhelm area ICUs.
• Mr. Hoff also shared information on the unseen impacts of COVID-19. Over 140,000
children across the country have lost parents and caregivers to COVID-19.
• Better data is emerging on vaccination successes against severe outcomes.
Unvaccinated individuals are 14% higher to die from COVID-19 versus individuals
who are fully vaccinated.
Governor’s Executive Order
Mr. Hoff shared that the Governor did extend parts of his Executive order through January 8th,
including indoor masking requirements for individuals fully vaccinated.

COVID19 Vaccination Updates
• Mr. Hoff highlighted DuPage County’s accomplishment that 80% of the eligible
population are fully vaccinated. This figure excludes the recently eligible age group of
those individuals ages 5-11 which is comprised of approximately 75,000 individuals.
Booster Recommendations
• NEW – boosters are now approved for individuals ages 16 and older.
• Approximately 30% of fully vaccinated DuPage County individuals have received the
booster. Mr. Hoff asked that participants on the call share with their constituents’
information on receiving booster shots and encourage more individuals to get their
booster shot if they are eligible.
• Mr. Hoff addressed the question of vaccination versus natural immunity from prior
infection. Individuals who have had a prior COVID-19 infection should still get
vaccinated. Evidence is not clear about how long immunity lasts if you have had a
previous COVID-19 infection.
• DuPage County is currently 3rd in the state for vaccinating children ages 5-11 years.
It was also noted that hospitalizations are increasing in pediatric age groups.
• The Health Department is offering vaccinations and boosters at their Public Health
Centers. The DuPage County Fairgrounds vaccination site is now closed.
Other vaccine opportunities can be found at:
https://www.dupagehealth.org/692/COVID-19-Vaccine-Organizations
Treatment Updates
• Mr. Hoff shared that Monoclonal antibodies is a treatment for individuals in the early
stages of COVID-19, but availability is limited. Hospitals and providers are
encountering issues with being able to meet the demand for this treatment.
• Other treatments are being explored and researched.
Questions and Answers
Ms. Murphy addressed a question on when individuals under the age of 16 will be eligible for the
booster shot given the concern of spread of this disease in school settings.
The Health Department is monitoring updates as they are provided by the CDC, however no
updates have been provided at this time.
Ms. Murphy addressed the question of traveling and specifically requirement for international
traveling. Beginning December 6th anyone traveling to the United States will need to have a
COVID-19 test one day before traveling and provide a negative test result. It was also noted that
destination countries may have their own requirements outside of the requirements provided by
the CDC.
More information can be found at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/travelers/international-travel/index.html
The questions on the effectiveness of mask usage were addressed, particularly the question of
comparing state outbreak data of those states with more stringent mitigation requirements against
those states without and how, if masks are effective does the CDC data not support that.

The following reasons were shared to address the question.
•
•
•

Human behavior and different levels of adherence. Currently there is less compliance in
the use of face coverings in indoor settings against a high level of community
transmission.
Increased transmissibility of the Delta variant
Less restrictive movement such as more gatherings occurring, schools are back in
session, increased travel and more human contact occurring than a year ago.

It was reiterated that many studies now can point to mask usage as an effective mitigation
measure against the transmission of COVID-19.
Mr. Hoff also referenced links on pg. 43 of the slide presentation on effective ways to help
reduce the risk of community transmission, including vaccination, self-testing, improving
ventilation and wearing masks.
There was no further discussion. Participants were encouraged to reach out with any other
concerns or questions. Director Ayala concluded the call at 10:42AM.
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CDC Community Transmission Level
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CDC Community Transmission Level Categories
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Community Transmission Over Time U.S. – December 8, 2021

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations-county-view
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Community Transmission
• The distribution of where
the highest rate of new
cases has shifted across
the U.S. over the past 3
months
• IL is 34th lowest state in
new cases currently

Source: https://healthdata.gov/Community/COVID-19-State-Profile-Report-Illinois/cmib-5z2c
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7-day rolling average of new cases is 484 cases reported per day

Source: www.dupagehealth.org/covid19data
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7-day rolling average of new cases is 484 cases reported per day
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Community Transmission
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DuPage County COVID-19 Reported Outbreaks in the past 2 weeks

Source: https://www.dupagehealth.org/610/DuPage-County-COVID-19-Dashboard
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Hospital Admissions

Source: https://healthdata.gov/Community/COVID-19-State-Profile-Report-Illinois/cmib-5z2c
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Hospital Admissions
• The distribution of where
the highest rate of
hospital admissions has
shifted across the U.S.
over the past 3 months
• IL is 30th lowest state in
new hospitalizations
currently

Source: https://healthdata.gov/Community/COVID-19-State-Profile-Report-Illinois/cmib-5z2c
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DuPage County Hospitalizations and ICU Status
68 COVID Patients in ICU status and in non-ICU status
Source: EMResource (6 hospitals in DuPage)
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DuPage County Hospitalizations and ICU Status
Hospital Bed Availability 7-Day Rolling Average
ICU Beds:11 Consecutive Days ≥ 20% Threshold

68
COVID
Patients in ICU status and in non-ICU status
Source: EMResource (6 hospitals in DuPage)
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Deaths
• The distribution of where
the highest rate of new
deaths has shifted across
the U.S. over the past 3
months
• IL is 23th lowest state in
new hospitalizations
currently

Source: https://healthdata.gov/Community/COVID-19-State-Profile-Report-Illinois/cmib-5z2c
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Deaths

Source: https://ig.ft.com/coronavirus-chart/
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Cumulative COVID-19 Deaths since January 21, 2020 (deaths per 100,000)

COVID-19-Associated Orphanhood and Caregiver Death

Source: https://healthdata.gov/Community/COVID-19-State-Profile-Report-Illinois/cmib-5z2c

Prevention is the Best Defense!

Vaccines
1.
2.
3.

Vaccination update
Vaccine effectiveness
Boosters, Kids (5 and up), People who have
previously been infected with COVID-19

COVID-19 Vaccination

76% of 5 years and older are fully vaccinated!

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

Prevention is the Best Defense!

Studies show that the
incidence of COVID-19
infection, hospitalization,
and death is higher
among people who are
unvaccinated compared
to people who are fully
vaccinated.
For all adults aged 18
years and older, the
cumulative COVID-19associated hospitalization
rate was about 8 times
higher in unvaccinated
persons.
Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#covidnet-hospitalizations-vaccination

Prevention is the Best Defense!

A new COVID Data
Tracker page shows that
in September, people
who were unvaccinated
were 14 times more likely
to die from COVID-19
than people who were
fully vaccinated.

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#rates-by-vaccine-status
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Source: https://www.dupagehealth.org/covid19data
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COVID-19 Response

COVID-19 Vaccine Booster Shots

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html
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COVID-19 Vaccine Booster Shots

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html

COVID-19 Response

CDC Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine Booster Shot

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/vaccines/booster-shot.html#anchor_1635289011508

COVID-19 Response

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/vaccines/prepare-for-vaccination.html

COVID-19 Response

COVID-19 Vaccine for Children 5 years and older

COVID-19 Response

COVID-19-Associated Hospitalizations

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#covidnet-hospitalization-network
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Pediatric Vaccines
Since COVID-19 vaccines for 5-11 year olds
became available on 11/4/21:
• 38,981 doses have been administered to 5-11 year olds
• 33% of 5-11 year olds in DuPage County have received
at least one dose
• 15% of 5-11 year olds in DuPage County are fully
vaccinated!
• DuPage ranks 3rd out of 102 counties in Illinois in
largest percentage of 5-11 years olds who have received
at least one dose.
• 56 healthcare providers in DuPage are administering
pediatric COVID-19 vaccine.

Vaccine Distribution

www.vaccines.gov

COVID-19 Response

COVID-19 Vaccines at DCHD
• The DuPage County Health Department is now offering pediatric COVID-19
vaccinations for children ages 5-11. Click here to register and you will be notified
via email for an appointment.
• Additional vaccination opportunities for individuals aged 12+ are also available
from DCHD at our Central Office in Wheaton on Thursdays from 8:30 am - 10:30
am. Please register here and you will be notified via email with instructions on how
to schedule your appointment.
• Individuals can also call (630) 682-7400 if assistance is needed with
registration (e.g., no internet or computer access, need language assistance,
or have questions).

COVID-19 Vaccination

Local Efforts Continue with Mobile Clinics

COVID-19 Vaccination

Monoclonal Antibody Treatments

Source: https://combatcovid.hhs.gov/possible-treatment-options-covid-19/monoclonalantibodies-high-risk-covid-19-positive-patients

COVID-19 Vaccination

Monoclonal Antibody Treatments

Source: https://protect-public.hhs.gov/pages/therapeutics-distribution
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Reducing Risk of COVID-19 Transmission
Get Vaccinated and Boosted
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/your-vaccination.html
Self-Testing: Consider using a self-test before joining indoor gatherings with others who are not
in your household.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/self-testing.html
Improving Ventilation in Your Home: Improving ventilation (air flow) can help prevent virus
particles from accumulating in the air in your home.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/Improving-VentilationHome.html
Use Masks to Slow the Spread of COVID-19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/masks.html

COVID-19

What’s next?
What’s changed?
• Emergence of Omicron variant
• Vaccines now approved by everyone age 5
and older
• Vaccine effectiveness continues to provide
strong protection against severe outcomes
(hospitalization and death)
• Improved access to testing (diagnostic PCR
and rapid antigen tests)
• COVID monoclonal antibody treatments
available & 2 antiviral treatments on the
horizon

What’s unknown?
• Impact of Omicron
• Duration of immunity
from infection and
vaccines
• Emergence of new
variants
• How changes in behavior
will affect new cases,
hospitalizations, and
deaths

QUESTIONS?

