Mayors and Managers Meeting Notes from 8.2.2021
Municipalities Participating: Addison, Aurora, Bensenville, Bloomingdale, Burr Ridge,
Clarendon Hills, Downers Grove, Elmhurst, Glendale Heights, Glen Ellyn, Hanover
Park, Hinsdale, Itasca, Lisle, Lombard, Naperville, Oak Brook Terrace, Roselle,
Schaumburg, Warrenville, Westmont, Wheaton, Willowbrook, S. Quintell – DuPage
Mayors and Managers
DuPage County Representatives Participants: Joan Olson, Chief Communication Officer
DuPage County Health Department Participants: Karen Ayala, Executive Director; Rashmi
Chugh, Medical Officer; Dennis Brennan, Legislative Manager; Adam Forker, Director
of Client Access, Kristen Lundeen, Public Health Emergency Response Supervisor;
Penny Chanez, Executive Asst.
The purpose of today’s call with Mayors and Managers is to provide community and business
updates and guidance in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Executive Director, Karen Ayala
facilitated the meeting.
Director Karen Ayala shared that today’s call will include updates on COVID-19 data and the
pivot to a new phase in vaccination efforts. Director Ayala also noted that the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has moved DuPage County into the substantial category
for COVID-19 transmission level. Under this category, the CDC is recommending the use of
face masks in indoor settings to prevent the spread of COVID-19. It is currently a
recommendation; however, businesses and employers do have the option to require masks.
Director Ayala shared that this new transition was not the direction everyone hoped in terms of
COVID-19 but the county is in a stronger position from the earlier onset of the virus because of
safe and effective vaccines which provide an additional level of protection, especially for
individuals who are vulnerable to complications and severe health outcomes.
COVID-19 UPDATE: DUPAGE COUNTY DASHBOARD REVIEW
The Health Department’s Medical Officer, Dr. Chugh provided updates focused on local levels
of case activity.
Case Activity
•

Dr. Chugh reiterated the message that vaccines do work, reflected in local COVID-19
activity by vaccination status.

•

•
•

New COVID-19 positive cases by date indicate a u-shaped curve from a low in June, but
have been steadily climbing after the July 4th holiday with a current seven-day rolling
average of over 80 cases per day. The belief is case activity has not yet peaked.
Testing volume has increased which is indicative of increased case activity and interest.
Positivity rate has also increased to a seven-day rolling average of 4.1%.

Severe outcomes
•
•

Post July 4th, hospitalizations and ICU admissions have also increased.
There have not been any deaths related to COVID-19 reported in DuPage County in the
last 3 weeks, but Dr. Chugh cautioned that deaths are a lagging indicator. Dr. Chugh
emphasized that vaccines work and are protecting against severe outcomes for vaccinated
individuals. However, risk to everyone increases, including breakthrough cases in
vaccinated individuals, when there is increased transmission in the community which
DuPage County is now experiencing.

Activity by Vaccination Status
•
•
•

There have been 425 (1.1%) breakthrough cases in fully vaccinated individuals of the
nearly 37,877 total COVID-19 cases reported since 12/15/2020.
32 cases (0.08%) were fully vaccinated cases requiring hospitalization and
8 cases (0.02%) were fully vaccinated and died from a cause related to COVID-19.

In response to a participant question on monitoring and testing for variants, Dr. Chugh shared
information from the CDC’s website and shared there are 40 known cases of the Delta variant in
DuPage County but only 2% of national tests are being sequenced and only 1.6% of specimens
have been sequenced in Illinois. Dr. Chugh also noted that the viral load for the Delta variant is
over 1,200 times higher than the original circulating virus.
In response to a participant question on when the Food and Drug Administration will fully
approve the vaccine (which will assist in encouraging some vaccine hesitant individuals to
receive the vaccine), Director Ayala shared that the most recent understanding is the approval
process has been given priority status and could be coming within the next few months.
Dr. Chugh also shared information on the severity of the Delta variant, which is much more
transmissible and may be more severe.
Vaccination Distribution Update (PowerPoint)
•
•
•
•
•

As of July 28: at least 653,170 DuPage County residents have received at least one dose
of COVID-19 vaccine.
As of July 28: 538,243 DuPage County residents are fully vaccinated.
DuPage County is the most vaccinated county in the collar counties and in the top 6%of
all counties in the United States of eligible population vaccinated.
There are approximately 74,295 persons 12- to 17-year-olds in DuPage County
50,746 persons (68.3%) 12-17 years old in DuPage County have received at least one
dose

•
•

•

36,273 persons (48.8%) 12-17 years old in DuPage County are fully vaccinated
A review of vaccine opportunities included information on the Health Department’s
mobile Care Van and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) vaccine efforts for
homebound individuals.
There are no new updates to share on vaccine boosters, which are not indicated in the US
currently.

Additional participant questions were addressed.
•
•

•

•

Dr. Chugh shared that PCR tests used in any local labs in DuPage County are not the
Real-Time RT-PCR Diagnostic Panel.
In response to a question on variant origins, Dr. Chugh shared the following: the more
infection you have, the more viral replication you have, and the more mutations you have
the more variants created. Variants will keep going until it finds a host who is receptive
and unprotected. As long as there are pockets of unvaccinated individuals there will
continue to be spread from highly transmissible and opportunistic viruses.
Dr. Chugh shared information on genomic sequencing which is a time and resource
intensive testing process. It takes 1-2weeks and is used for population level surveillance.
Individual results are not provided to the provider and case but are used at the population
level to help inform mitigation, education, and response.
Director Ayala also shared that the Health Dept. will be contacting EMS for more support
with homebound vaccinations including cross-jurisdictional efforts and would appreciate
participants help in promoting vaccines generally.

There was no further discussion. Participants were encouraged to reach out with any other
concerns or questions. Director Ayala concluded the call at 11:00AM.

Vaccine Distribution Update
August 2, 2021

DCHD Vaccine Distribution

DCHD Vaccination Goals
► DuPage population (2019 census):
922,921
• DuPage population over 12 years old
789,558
• 80% of DuPage population over 12 years old:
631,646
• As of July 28: at least 653,170 DuPage County residents
have received at least one dose of COVID-19 vaccine.
• As of July 28: 538,243 DuPage County residents are fully
vaccinated.
Sources: https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccinedata?county=Illinois
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

*Evaluation of vaccines for those under 12 is ongoing

Vaccine Distribution
➢ 1,122,144 doses administered (↑ 25,310 since 7/12/21)
➢ 550,234 people fully immunized (↑ 11,991 since 7/12/21)
➢ 59.25% of population fully immunized (↑ 1.29% since 7/12/21)

➢ IDPH dashboard to track vaccines administered
➢

(https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccinedata?county=DuPage)

➢ CDC dashboard to track vaccines administered
➢

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

As of 7/30/21

(IDPH)

Vaccine Planning Goals and Progress

DuPage County

As of 7/30/21

DCHD Vaccine Distribution

DCHD Vaccination Goals
The CDC’s COVID-19 Data Tracker
includes vaccine administration data
that may not be reflected in IDPH ICARE
data (i.e. people vaccinated outside of
Illinois or vaccinated at federal sites).
82.4% of DuPage County residents 12
years of age and older have received at
least one dose.
65.8% of DuPage County residents 12
years of age and older are fully
vaccinated.
DuPage County ranks in the top 6
percent of U.S. Counties with eligible
residents vaccinated against COVID-19
(192 out of 3,282 counties)

Source: https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#county-view

DCHD Vaccine Distribution

IDPH Equitable Vaccine Administration (EVA)
Dashboard

Vaccine Planning Goals and Progress

Individuals 65 years old and up
As of July 28, 2021
➢ 148,590 persons 65+ years old in DuPage County
➢

(2019 Census Date)

➢ 147,442 (99.2%) persons 65+ years old in DuPage County have received at least one dose
➢

(CDC Covid Data Tracker)

➢ 123,084 (82.8%) persons 65+ in DuPage County are fully vaccinated
➢

(CDC Covid Data Tracker)

*Data are provisional through 07/28/2021

Vaccine Planning Goals and Progress

Individuals 12 to 17 years old and
School Age
➢ Approximately 74,295 persons 12- to 17-year-olds in DuPage County
➢ 50,746 persons (68.3%) 12-17 years old in DuPage County have received at least one dose
➢ 36,273 persons (48.8%) 12-17 years old in DuPage County are fully vaccinated
➢ Approximately 153,791 School Age Children (5-17) in DuPage County
➢ % of DuPage School Age Children who have received one dose: 33%
➢ % of DuPage School Age Children who are fully vaccinated: 23.6%
*Data are provisional through 07/28/2021

Vaccine Planning Goals and Progress

Change to Indoor Masking Guidance
Guidance for Fully Vaccinated People
• On July 27, 2021, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) updated the Interim Public Health
Recommendations for Fully Vaccinated People given new evident on the Delta (B.1.617.2) variant currently circulating
in the United States. In summary, CDC recommends that unvaccinated and fully vaccinated people wear a mask in
public indoor settings in areas of substantial or high transmission. CDC also recommends universal indoor masking for
all teachers, staff, students, and visitors to schools, regardless of vaccination status.
• The following recommendations apply to non-healthcare settings. For related information for healthcare settings,
visit Updated Healthcare Infection Prevention and Control Recommendations in Response to COVID-19 Vaccination.
• Wear a mask in public indoor settings if they are in an area of substantial or high transmission,Fully
vaccinated people might choose to mask regardless of the level of transmission, particularly if they or
someone in their household is immunocompromised or at increased risk for severe disease, or if someone in
their household is unvaccinated. People who are at increased risk for severe disease include older adults and
those who have certain medical conditions, such as diabetes, overweight or obesity, and heart conditions.
http://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/communityguidance/recommendations-fully-vaccinated

Vaccine Distribution

DuPage County Community Vaccination Clinic Update

• DCHD will provide mobile vaccination clinics in
the community as the primary strategy to reach
and vaccinate individuals.
• As of Monday, July 19, COVID-19 vaccinations
are available on a walk-in basis at DCHD (111
North County Farm Road, Wheaton). The
vaccination clinic will operate Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00pm.

Vaccine Distribution

DuPage County Health Department
Care Van
• The DCHD Care Van will offer convenient
COVID-19 vaccination opportunities to
residents who may have experienced barriers
in vaccine access.
• The onsite clinics are open to all people 12
years or older and offer the Pfizer or Johnson
and Johnson vaccine. View this week’s mobile
clinic schedule
https://www.dupagehealth.org/667/COVID-19Vaccine
• Any DuPage County municipalities or
community-based organizations interested in
requesting the Care Van mobile vaccination
clinic for their community can request this
resource here:
www.dupagehealth.org/covid19vaccinemobile

Vaccine Distribution

www.vaccines.gov

DuPage County Health Department

Homebound Vaccination
➢ DCHD working with a number of
providers (home health agencies,
pharmacies, health systems, and EMS)
➢ Linking individuals from DuPage County
vaccine registration who indicated need for
homebound vaccination
➢ EMS homebound vaccine
➢ 13 fire departments participated

➢ Approximately 125 individuals
vaccinated

COVID-19 Vaccine Boosters
Joint CDC and FDA Statement on Vaccine Boosters (7/8/21)
Americans who have been fully vaccinated do not need a booster
shot at this time.
FDA, CDC, and NIH are engaged in a science-based, rigorous process to consider
whether or when a booster might be necessary. This process takes into account
laboratory data, clinical trial data, and cohort data – which can include data from
specific pharmaceutical companies, but does not rely on those data exclusively. We
continue to review any new data as it becomes available and will keep the public
informed. We are prepared for booster doses if and when the science demonstrates
that they are needed.
Source: https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/joint-cdc-and-fda-statement-vaccine-boosters

Understanding vaccine safety, efficacy, and vaccination efforts in DuPage County

Be a Vaccine Champion

Choose to get
vaccinated yourself

Start conversations
early

Engage in effective
conversations

Be prepared for
questions

* While COVID-19 vaccination will not cause a positive result on viral tests, there is a possibility that it could cause a positive result on a serologic (antibody) test.
Source: www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/about-vaccines/vaccine-myths.html

Vaccine Education and Outreach Toolkit

Help us
promote
vaccine
confidence.

www.dupagehealth.org/596/Education-and-Outreach-Materials

Addressing Vaccine Confidence
DuPage County COVID-19 Vaccine Champions

Understanding vaccine safety, efficacy, and vaccination efforts in DuPage County

Vaccine Registration
Sign up for the DCHD COVID-19 vaccine registration list at:
www.dupagehealth.org/covid19vaccine
Encourage residents to explore all options to access vaccine, sign-up on multiple lists, and take
advantage of the soonest appointment opportunity available to them.
► Contact your primary care provider or local retail pharmacy to check for availability.
► The State of Illinois has created a vaccine locator map with all the approved vaccine providers:
https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/vaccination-location
► Take the first available appointment at whichever location you can.

► Know that demand far exceeds supply currently and it may take several weeks to get an appointment.

Understanding vaccine safety, efficacy, and vaccination efforts in DuPage County

Vaccine Call Center
Have COVID-19 vaccine related questions?
Need help registering for the COVID-19 vaccine?
Call us at (630) 682-7400 and a representative will assist you.
► Press 1 – for general questions about the COVID-19 vaccine or
how to register to receive the COVID-19 vaccine.
► Press 2 – to cancel or confirm an existing appointment for the
COVID-19 vaccine, to report a COVID-19 outbreak, or for
questions regarding COVID-19 testing.
► Multi-language assistance is available.

Questions?

DuPage County Board
Tuesday, December 8, 2020
Karen Ayala, MPH
Executive Director
DuPage County Health Department

