Mayors and Managers Meeting Notes from 1.11.2021
Municipalities Participating: Bensenville, Bolingbrook, Burr Ridge, Carol Stream, Clarendon Hills,
Darien, Downers Grove, Elmhurst, Glendale Heights, Glen Ellyn, Hanover Park, Hinsdale, Itasca,
Lemont, Lisle, Lombard, Naperville, Oakbrook, Oakbrook Terrace, Roselle, Villa Park, Warrenville,
West Chicago, Westmont, Wheaton, S. Quintell – DuPage Mayors and Managers
DuPage County Representatives Participants: Dan Cronin, County Board Chairman, Sheryl Markay,
Chief Policy and Program Officer; Joan Olson, Chief Communications Officer
DuPage County Health Department Participants: Karen Ayala, Executive Director; Rashmi Chugh,
Medical Officer; Dennis Brennan, Legislative Manager; Chris Hoff, Director of Community Health
Resources, Adam Forker, Director of Client Access, Penny Chanez, Executive Asst.
Purpose of the call today with Mayors and Managers is to address updated case counts, Community
and business updates and guidance. DuPage County Health Department Deputy Incident Commander,
Chris Hoff facilitated the meeting.
Chairman Cronin – shared that he has had several conversations with Governor Pritzker on vaccine
distribution concerns and authorizations and streamline the process for providers within the I-CARE
system. Chairman Cronin also expressed to the Governor the need for more COVID-19 vaccine in
DuPage County due to the number of individuals who live in DuPage County. Discussion also included
the need for additional resources to administer the vaccine and that DuPage County can handle a larger
scale distribution effort. Chairman Cronin also shared that the Governor was extremely complimentary
of DuPage County’s efforts.
COVID-19 UPDATE ON ILLINOIS AND DUPAGE COUNTY CASES
The Health Department’s Medical Officer, Dr. Chugh provided updates focused on local levels of positive
case count activity.
DuPage County
o confirmed cases: 63,194
o deaths: 1,024
Data/DuPage County Health Department COVID-19 Dashboard Review
To provide additional time for participants to ask questions and discussion on vaccination efforts, the
dashboard review was shortened. Dr. Chugh and Mr. Hoff highlighted a few updates.
•

Dashboard Data
 Cases over time show a recent decrease, with some fluctuations, but still higher than the peak
which occurred in the spring.
 Positivity graphs located on the Health Department’s website from the Illinois Department of
Public Health (IDPH) were recently updated and include data since March 2020 from one
IDPH dataset and from June 11, 2020 from a different IDPH file that County GIS staff are

able to access. The positivity graphs are now updated with historical data through present
thanks to County GIS accessing IDPH county-level data without receiving data directly from
IDPH, which was discontinued in early November 2020.
 The seven-day rolling average for positivity rate is at 9.7%. Region 8 has not yet met the
metrics necessary to be moved to TIER 2 mitigations.
 Hospitalizations are showing a slight decrease but remain at a high level.
Updates for Community Leaders
1. COVID-19 Variant Update
Dr. Chugh provided an update on the new variant strain of COVID-19 identified in the United Kingdom.
The strain has been detected in the United States, but no cases have been identified yet in Illinois. IDPH
has a partnership with Southern Illinois University where specimens are being sequenced and is also
sending specimens to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) for sequencing and early
detection.
Preliminary findings from a Pfizer study indicates that their vaccine is effective against the new strain. A
link was provided in the chat with additional information on COVID-19 variants: CDC: Emerging SARSCoV-2 Variants https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/more/science-and-research/scientificbrief-emerging-variants.html
U.S. map of COVID-19 cases caused by variants: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/transmission/variant-cases.html
2. Vaccine Distribution
Mr. Hoff provided a PowerPoint presentation on the most current information on vaccine distribution
efforts in DuPage County. A copy of the presentation is included with today’s notes.

Responses to chat box questions.
•

•

•
•

The Health Department is allocated an amount of vaccine from the IDPH. The Health
Department does not know the allocation numbers supplied by the Federal government or IDPH
to other regions. DuPage County has not received an allocation of vaccine that meet the needs to
fully vaccinate individuals within the 1a priority group. The Health Department does not
stockpile vaccine. All vaccine received is to be used that specific week.
The Health Department will be looking for support from DuPage Mayors and Managers
Conference when the time comes to vaccinate public service employees. Many participants on
the call expressed the need for Public Works employees to be given higher priority status for
vaccination due to their critical role in maintaining infrastructure systems.
The Health Department does have bilingual staff at the Community-based test sites.
There is the potential to have paramedics provide vaccinations, but it is not a straightforward
process. Paramedics operate under the licensing practices provided through their hospital system
and the hospital system would need to oversee any vaccine operations by paramedics. The Health
Department is working with EMS systems to facilitate a process.

•

•

The current thought for employers when vaccine becomes available for those employees who
have underlying medical conditions, while maintaining employee HIPAA protections, is the use
of individual employee attestations. This is being discussed and developed by IDPH.
From IDPH: In order for a region to move back to Tier 2 mitigations, a region must experience
less than 12 percent test positivity rate for three consecutive days AND greater than 20 percent
available intensive care unit (ICU) and hospital bed availability AND declining COVID-19
hospitalizations in 7 out of the last 10 days. From bottom of
https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/restore-illinois-mitigation-plan

There was no further discussion. Participants were encouraged to reach out with any other concerns or
questions. Mr. Hoff concluded the call at 11:00 AM.
There will be no meeting on January 18, 2021 in observance of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday.

Vaccine Distribution
January 11, 2020

COVID-19 Vaccine

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/vaccines/facts-covid-vaccines-english-508.pdf

Vaccine Distribution

Ensuring Safety – Vaccine Monitoring
► Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS)
• National vaccine safety surveillance program co-managed by
CDC and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).
• VAERS serves as an early warning system to detect possible
safety issues with U.S. vaccines by collecting information
about adverse events (possible side effects or health
problems) that occur after vaccination.

12/8/20

After vaccination

Source: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/vaccines/factscovid-vaccines-english-508.pdf

Vaccine Distribution
 DuPage County currently receiving two vaccines
 Over 18,000 people vaccinated as of January 4
 27,000 doses of vaccine received
 IDPH to launch dashboard today to track
vaccines administered
 DCHD expanding number of sites who are
receiving vaccines (Hospitals, Pharmacies,
Clinics, DCHD)
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Distribution Process
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Vaccine Distribution

Distribution Process
Requirements to provide COVID-19 vaccine
• Healthcare providers able to vaccinate per their scope of practice
• Medical oversight and direction for vaccination
• Approved by IDPH in ICARE (Illinois Comprehensive Automated Immunization Registry
Exchange)
• Agreement to follow prioritization, ability to handle and store vaccine appropriately,
capability to vaccinate, monitoring and reporting requirements
• Ability to schedule appointments and to manage vaccine process
• Vaccine available to allocate to the provider
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Vaccine Distribution

Prioritization Groups
Interim recommendations about the allocation of COVID-19 vaccine are guided by:
1. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) based on recommendations from the
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP)
2. Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH)

Vaccine Distribution

Prioritization Groups

Source: https://www.dph.illinois.gov/sites/default/files/COVID19/IL%20COVID-19%20Vaccination%20Plan%20V4.20210110.pdf 1/11/21

Vaccine Distribution

Prioritization Groups
Phase

Population Group

Examples of individuals in priority groups

1A

High risk workers in health
care facilities

Physicians, nurses, respiratory technicians, dentists and
hygienists, nursing assistants, assisted living facility staff,
long-term care facility staff, group home staff, home
caregivers, Emergency Medical Services (EMS), etc.

43,000

Residents in Long Term Care Adults who live in facilities that provide a variety of
(LTC) facilities and
services including medical and personal care to persons
Congregate Care Residential who are unable to live independently.
Facilities

15,000

1A

1B

1B

Frontline essential workers

All residents age 65 and
over

First responders, education workers including teachers,
support staff and childcare workers, manufacturing,
distribution, and agriculture workers, United Sates Postal
Service workers, correction workers and incarcerated
people, public transit workers, grocery store workers,
shelter and day care workers.

Estimated
size (DuPage
County)

Total Phase
Size
(estimate)

58,000

116,952
268,002
151,050
1/11/21
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Prioritization Groups – 1A

Source: https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccination-plan (1/11/2021)

Vaccine Distribution

Prioritization Groups – 1A

Source: https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccine-faq (1/8/2021)

Vaccine Distribution

Prioritization Groups – 1A

Source: https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccine-faq (1/8/2021)
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Prioritization Groups – 1B

Source: https://www.dph.illinois.gov/covid19/vaccine-faq (1/8/2021)

Vaccine Distribution

Prioritization Groups
 Sub-prioritization Considerations

• Where sub-prioritization of frontline essential workers is needed due to limited vaccine
supply consider:
• Workers in locations where high rates of transmission and/or outbreaks have occurred
• Workers who are at increased risk for severe illness based on age or underlying medical
conditions*
• Workers who do not have a history of documented acute SARS CoV-2 infection in prior 90
days
*Self-identified medical conditions

12/22/20

Vaccine Distribution

Transitioning Between Phases

1/4/2021: IDPH Mass Vaccination Plan 4.0

Vaccine Distribution

Prioritization Groups
Transitioning Between Phases
• Demand in current phase is less than vaccination capacity
• For example, appointments for vaccine <80% filled for several days
• Supply increases significantly
• More doses available of current vaccines or new vaccine authorized
• Most persons within current phase vaccinated (>60-70%)
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Vaccine Distribution

Planning

► Current work being done:
• Over 18,000 individuals vaccinated as of 1/4/21
• DCHD is currently allocating weekly vaccine available to
healthcare systems and running vaccination clinics
• Vaccine clinics through DCHD for ~1,500 per week
• Expanding availability of vaccine through health systems,
pharmacies, and other providers
• DCHD is currently working with health systems and other
vaccinators to assure individuals in Phase 1a (healthcare
personnel) are vaccinated (about 43,000 in DuPage)
• Information from state is still rapidly developing and changing –
DCHD will continue to provide updates
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Vaccine Distribution

Public Information
dupagehealth.org/COVID19Vaccine
• Launched COVID-19 vaccine pages
• As more information becomes available additional
pages will be developed
• Weekly updates to those registered about
vaccine appointments and updates
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Questions?

DuPage County Board
Tuesday, December 8, 2020
Karen Ayala, MPH
Executive Director
DuPage County Health Department

