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DuPage County Health Department seeks partner ships
To expand influenza vaccinations for next flu season

The DuPage County Health Department is proposingrawvative public health program to seek community
partnerships and better serve DuPage County residetin greater access to influenza vaccinationgiguhe
next flu season in 2007-2008.

The health department, in a presentation to theaBaRCounty Board of Health on March 8, announcadspto
seek partnerships with community pharmacies duheg2007-2008 flu season to administer flu vaccine
throughout DuPage County.

These community partnerships would increase adodhs vaccine, increase availability of flu infoation,
expand the marketing of health department senaodsbroaden the safety net of protection from erilza.

The health department would provide informationtsrservices to the pharmacies, promote flu vaccine
recommendations from the federal Centers for Des€xmtrol, expand flu information on the healthal&ment’s
website www.dupagehealth.orgnd develop a flu vaccine hotline to assist reg&levith information and access tc
vaccine.

This innovative approach is “A collaboration modath private partners with the goal of maximizidgetaccess
and education objectives of the health departmamfiisgenza program,” said Jane Zimmerman, actimgator of
Community Health Services for the health department

This improved access to flu vaccine would mininpzst barriers such as inconvenience, transporiatast,
quality and availability.

The health department’s mission, noted Linda Kugawoard of health president, “is to protect theligtagainst
influenza. This is an important step.”

The health department currently distributes vacdumeng clinics at its four public health centeassenior citizen
fair and to at-risk people in group settings withowedical staff access. The health department gltine most
recent flu season administered approximately 7y&ésdinations and 10,600 flu shots were purchasetidoy
agency.

The health department will continue to target eedupecial populations and children through thée&t Vaccines
for Children program in this new partnership aremgnt.

“We promote health, prevent illness, and provideliy service”



